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A Curious, Free-Thinking, and Warmly Gen-

tle Man   Staff Reporter, Mary Mills 

Evelyn Einstein remembers her grandfa-

ther, Albert, as a person who treated her as 

an equal. He never condescended nor talked 

down to her. Instead, he threw himself into 

being a child with her. 

 She recalls his almost childlike awe 

of the universe as well as his lifelong love of 

sailing and music. Einsteinôs early years 

were filled with rote learning and memoriz-

ing of facts and figures. The high school he 

attended touted that its instructors prepared 

pupils for university study. Albert found this 

school even more militaristic. Young Ein-

stein bored easily in subjects like Greek. He 

became a ñthorn in the sideò to some instruc-

tors, one of whom stated in front of the class 

that Albert probably would never amount to 

anything. How short-sighted! 

 I savor the affection and respect Ein-

stein showed his granddaughter, Evelyn. His 

love of music, especially the violin, reflects a 

bohemian nature. Albertôs lifelong study and 

application of math and science principles, 

particularly physics, encouraged other free 

thinkers to develop space-related sciences 

and technological applications. I am awed by 

his self-effacing nature and by his depth of 

vision. 

Genius: A Photobiography of Albert Einstein by 

Marfe Ferguson Delano. Wash., D.C.: National Geo-

graphic, 2005 

8220897_Full Albert Ein-

stein_schneider-andre.net 

Section Locator 

Memorable Quotes of 

Albert Einstein: 

ñOne thing I have 

learned in a long life; 

that all our science, 

measured against real-

ity, is primitive and 

childlikeðand yet it is 

the most precious thing 

we have.ò  

ñImagination is more 

important than knowl-

edge. Knowledge is 

limited, imagination 

encircles the world.ò 

éòI began to wonder 

about space and time 

only when I had already 

grown up.ò Genius: A 

Photobiography of Albert 

Einstein by Marfe Ferguson 

Delano. Wash., D.C.: Na-

tional Geographic, 2005 

Student Challenge:  Find the word transmogrifies in this Newsletter, add it to your Vocabulary Notebook, write sentence 

with it, and describe definition in your own words, for 5 points extra credit...Be sure to show the teacher. 
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Einstein born 3/14/1879 
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Einstein died 4/18/1955 
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HAVE A GREAT SUMMERHAVE A GREAT SUMMERHAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 

 

 Timeline in  Albert Einstein: A 
Biography by Milton Meltzer. 
New York: Holiday House, 2008 
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F L U X Mary Mills c1996  

(Einstein and Carl Sagan inspired me to write this poem). 

The Universe expands...contracts...yawns...belchesé 

She is more than the sum total of the objects She containsé 

Less than ominiscient about Her ultimate fate. 

 

She is in a constant state of mindless flux, 

Displaying blatant disregard for manôs temporary whims and self-

ish needs. 

She obeys only those laws that are natural to maintaining Her own 

immortality,  

Making new laws when older ones have become obsolete. 

 

Then comes Man who invents Velcro, which is the epitome of 

what Man creates when total control of the universe becomes im-

possible. 

Velcro transmogrifies the life of Man, allowing a person a greater 

degree of control over his/her universe, microcosmically speaking. 

Technologically speaking, Velcro is the greatest invention of the 

twentieth century,  

And Man is constantly discovering new ways to exploit Velcro 

more lucratively. 

 

But, in the end, Velcro will be superseded by some other great idea 

or man-made invention, while the Universe mindlessly continues 

to direct the ultimate fate of Man. 

 

 

Original  Da Vinci toothpick craft 2007 Adapted in Corel by Mary Mills 

Published Poetic Voices of America, Spring 

1996, Sparrowgrass Poetry Forum, page 48 

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2009&month=3&country=1&typ=1&display=1&lang=en&moon=on&holmark=2
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2009&month=4&country=1&typ=1&display=1&lang=en&moon=on&holmark=2
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2009&month=5&country=1&typ=1&display=1&lang=en&moon=on&holmark=2
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MOCK INTERVIEW 

WHAT THE EDITOR THINKS ALBERT EINSTEIN WOULD HAVE SAID IF ASKED THESE 

QUESTIONS: 

Editor:  ñLike Math and Latin (your favorite subjects), Greek is a logical language.  Why didnôt you 

learn Greek?ò 

Albert: ñStudying Greek was boring to me, period!ò 

Editor: ñA family friend gave you a geometry textbook. How did you feel about studying geometry? 

Albert: ñThat geometry textbook profoundly affected my imagination, inspiring me to take calculus 

later.ò 

Editor: ñYou renounced your German citizenship when you observed Hitlerôs psychotic attitude 

toward the Jewish nation.ò 

Albert: ñAbsolutely, (not relatively), correct.ò 

Editor: ñI read that you do not wear, nor have ever worn, socks. Am I correct in making this as-

sumption?ò 

Albert: ñYes. I am finally old enough to refuse to wear socks.ò 

Sources Consulted:  

Genius: A Photobiography of Albert Einstein by Marfe Ferguson Delano. Wash., D.C.: National Geographic, 

2005 

Simply Einstein: Relativity Demystified by Richard Wolfson. New York: W.W. Norton, 2003 

READERSô CHAIR TIME NEXT WEEK:READERSô CHAIR TIME NEXT WEEK:READERSô CHAIR TIME NEXT WEEK:   

Place your name stick in the tin can on the teacherôs desk to be considered for 

ROUND ROBIN READING of the books, Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein by 

Don Brown, and Albert Einstein: A Biography by Milton Meltzer. The teacher will 

shake the can into a paper bag and randomly select different readers.  

 

      MS PUBLISHER CLIPART 2008 
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STUDENT SHARES A BOOK 

I am Jeremy, and I am in third grade.  I asked the librarian if I 

have enough prior knowledge to read the book, Odd Boy Out: 

Young Einstein, by Don Brown. She checked with my teacher, 

who said that I was picking ñjust the right book for my reading- 

and interest- level.ò  I would like to share my favorite page in the 

book with other students.  This book does not have page numbers, 

so look for the page which has a many-sided box, cones, and trian-

gles.  My classmates know that I love math, and each time I look 

at this picture, I think about making box kites, eating ice cream 

cones, and wearing a clown cap at Halloween.  

Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein by Don Brown. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 

BUY YOUR NEW LAPTOP 

FROM EINSTEIN ELEC-

TRONICS! 

 

 

 

Price, RELATIVELY-

SPEAKING, is $890.00 with 18ò 

energy-saving monitor included. 

(Receive a free poster of Albert 

Einstein by stating that he was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Physics in 1921). 

http://www.puzzle-maker.com/CW/ 
Ask Teacher for answer grid. 


